During the wistt of HE Amina Salum
Al Ambassador of the African TTnion
to the Tnited States to address the Paci-
fic Council on International Policy, the
SoCalATA Board of Directors hosted

a reception in her honor. This prowvided
at official welcotme to Southern Cali-
fornia for the top African diplomat rep-
resenting the 54 member nations of the
African Union The reception was attended by Ambaszsadors of the
African Consulates officed in Los Angeles, including their sentor consular
officers. Ambassader Al s remarks centered on Africa’s incoming
toeurism and expressing her acknowledgement of Southern California as
the key source market, prowviding the largest percentage of T3, letsure
travelers to majority of the African destinations. Further, her remarks
provided insight into the official collaboration between the AT and ATA
in providing development and promotion of Aftica’s touristn,

¢

African Cruising on the Move

Az many in the industry know S0CalATA has been one of the most active
forces to get cruising in African waters into the industry’s maimnstream.
Mot long ago we initiated our Africa Cruise Night Dinner/Seminars —
very successful. Plus at every meeting, congress, industry presentation,
the governments, the DI Os (destination management organizations) — we
bring up the need to engage the cruise industry and the major tour
operators to take a closer look at Africa’s oceans and rivers as a leisure
tatket cruise product.

Chr efforts are paving off, AMA Waterways hasz announced its initial
Africa cruise product by chartering the Zambezi Queen, launched last year
ot the Chobe Eiver in Botawana and offering four day cruises as part of
thei Aftrica Safaris and Wildlife Cruise program. We sincerely appreciate
the AWLA effort by itz chief, Jimmy Murphy, who most of us in Southern
California know as the senior statesman of the industry for succumbing to
our haggling efforts.

I another development a long time ATA member, Cox & Kings has
announced their entry into the Affica cruise market with a 10 day Africa
West Coast cruise on board of the Callisto. Cox & Eings has been
associated with Affica touristn for decades, this over 230-year young tour
company, now headquartered in Los Angeles, should be welcomed as the
newest Africa cruise operator!

Then there 15 MSC Starlight Cruises saling out of Durban, South Africa.
Although at low-profile in the T35 market, they are operating scheduled
ctuizes in the south African waters — a perfect product for the America
safari market, e g from LA fly to SA — take a 3 or 4-day safari stay at Sabi
sands and hop on a cruise to relax and explore Africa

And of course the two West Afiica “regulars™ — the Varety Cruises with
a weekly West &ffica Eiver Cruises, operating out of Dakar, Senegal
every Friday (Dec-April), and the Travel Dynamics International with
their great selections of West Aftrica coastal criises.

Theze are in addition to the traditional Egyptian criuise products, such as
the Viking River Cruises and others on the IMile and the Eed Sea These
continue to be popular and established a level of market interest for Africa
cruising.

African Mediterranean, cruises are on a bit of a hold, howewver after the
political 1ssues stabilize our efforts addressing mowing some of the
existing Eurcpean Mediterranean cruise business to the waters of the
African Mediterranean will resume. The major international cruise lines
are including Africa in their itineraries and sotme are starting to integrate
scheduled sailings from and to African ports — all are welcomed as new
business and products to sell.

Al these are very much answering the three criteria that ATA places on
praduct development —to henefit the travelers with excitingly new options;
provide the travel trade with new produrcis to expand their business and
Jinally, assist the sconomic development in Africa — avery ane of the cruise
passenger we send from the UL, ar Canada contributes directly to the
socio-ecanamic wellbeing af Africa—and that is part ATA =5 jab.

¢

Zambia and Zimbabwe to host the20th Session
of the UNWTO General Assembly

Az alluded to during the SoCalATA Zambia Dinner/Seminar, Zambia and
Zimbabwe have won the bid to jointly host the 20th Session of the
MO (W orld Tourizm Organization) General Assembly in 2013 The

sesston will be hosted in the countries” two major tourist towns, Victoria
Fallz in Zimbabwe and Livingstone in Zambia

Zambian new Information, Broadeoasting, and Tourism Minister, Given
Lubinda, noted that the hosting of the TNWTO General Assembly will

agreatly contribute to the growth of tourist arrivals to the region—iwe agree.

¢

Two ATA Member Airlines have announced new destinations
that will open up the Central and Southern Africa to easier and more
convenient air connections. Emirates, with service from Los Angeles and
San Francisco, via Dubai are starting flights to Lusaka, Zambia and
Harare, Zimbabwe as of 1st of JTanuary 2012, Zambia and Zimbabwe,
which share the Victoria Falls, one of the natural wonders of the world,
will now be linked with a five times weekly flight from and to Dubat

From New York, Washington, DC and Atlanta, South African Airways
(SAA) will start service via Johannesburg to Kigali, Ewanda and onwards
to Bujumbura, Burundi  Effective January 17, 2012 The return flights
will operate from Buyjumbura to Kigali and onwards to Johannesburg’s
Tambo International airpott.

These flights are now available for reservations in vour GDE or directly

with the carriers.

Three Major California Travel Shows are coming up.
starting with the Los Angeles Travel & Adventure Show at the Long
Beach Convention Center during which SoCalATA will he making

special trade and consumer presentations. Jahuary 14 and 15, 2012
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Los Angeles Times
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Followed on Janvary 27, 26 and 2%, 2012 by the Los Angeles Times
Travel Show. 4n important aspect of the L. & Times show will the
Friday, January 27, the day iz being reserved for the travel and tour trade
only—no consumer. This should provide for some new presentations
geared totally to the tourism and travel professionals, with the SoCalATA
kooth featuring the Southern California based tour operators either

specializing in Africa or having Africa as a major part of their portfolio.

Bay Area

TRAVELE

ADVENTURE
SHOW.

SoCal ATA will be at Morth California Bay Area Travel & Adventure
Show on February 15 and 19, 2012 at the Santa Clara Convention Center.

SoCalATA will be at all three shows —put the dates on your must-attend

calendars.
¢

The SoCal travel agent and lour operafor communily
contimies to provide the largest number of leisure travelers
fo every one of Africa’s fourist destinafions.

The Africa portion of California’s travel business keeps growing, Inall
of the Africa destinations Southern California provides the largest
percentage of 15 incoming tourists—in most cases from 23 % to 0% of

the totals (Tanzaxia J0+%, Eopd 27%)
The most starfling revelation reporied in various industry
reports Is that Af¥rica receives more tourists than the
Caribbean, Cenitral America amd South America combined.

¢

Consider learning how to sell AFRICA
by joining the
Africa Travel Association
Southern California Chapter

Call Sylvia at 818 760-0327 or go to the SoCalATA website:
www.SoCalATA. Org
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Algeria
Angola
Benin
Botswana
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cameroon
Cape Verde
Central African Republic
Chad
Comoros
Congo-DRC
Republic of Congo
Cote d'lvoire
Djibouti
Egypt
Equatorial Guinea
Eretria
Ethiopia
Gabon
The Gambia
Ghana
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Madagascar
Malawi
Mali
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mozambique
Namibia
Niger
Nigeria
Rwanda
Sahrawi
Sao Tome & Principe
Senegal
Seychelles
Sierra Leon
Somalia
South Africa
Sudan
Swaziland
Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia
Uganda
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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contribution to Africa’s export earnings.

About ATA: Africa Travel Association (ATA) is the principal global trade arganization
promoting travel and tourism to Africa and strengthening intra- Africa partnerships.
Established in 1975, ATA serves both the public and private sectars of the
international travel and tourism industry. ATA is a non-profit 501 {c) B professional
association. ATA membership comprises African governments, their tourism
ministers, touristm bureaus and boards, aifines, cruise lines, hotels, resorts, front-line
travel sellers and providers; tour operators and travel agents, and affiliate industries.
ATA partners with the African Unien Commission to promote the sustainahle
development of tourism to and across Africa. ATA's annual events in Africa and the
US4 bring together industry leaders to shape Africa’s tourism agenda. ATA directly
and indirectly generates over $15 hillion annually in tourism receipts as direct

More information: wwaaLAfricaTravelAssociation.Org—www.SoCalATA.Org

support of Africa’s towrism developrment.

SoCalATA UPDATES are prepared and distnbuted by Africa Consuit Group
of The African Times/USA news journal as an ATA Mediz Fartner and in




